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Preface
Because the subject matter of this book belongs to economics, philosophy, and political science, we have attempted to make it accessible to people who do not want to spend time with complex mathematical arguments. Following the example of Amartya Sen's Collective Choice and Social Welfare (1970a), each chapter after the first is divided into two parts. Readers familiar with the mathematics of social choice can read both parts, but those who are less accustomed to the technical aspects of the subject can read Part A alone, consulting Part B as needed. Our intention is to provide some motivation for the questions asked, explanations of the intuitions that lie behind the proofs, and discussions of the theorems and their importance. In all chapters except 5 and 6, almost all the unsupported assertions in Part A are proved in Part B and citations are given there for the rest. Chapter 6 offers characterizations of the principles presented and discussed in Chapter 5. As a consequence, some results discussed in Chapter 5 are proved in Chapter 6. We have not attempted to provide a survey of all the work that has been done in the area. Rather, we focused on our view of the subject, drawing from the work of others when it harmonized with our overall plan of investigation.
When preparing the book, we benefited greatly from the comments of many colleagues, but two people deserve special mention. John Broome helped us with philosophical difficulties, and we thank him for his inspiration and encouragement. We were able to read his book Weighing Lives (2004a) and we found it extremely valuable. In many ways, it complements this book, offering a detailed treatment of the philosophical issues that we pass over. John Weymark has read a large part of the book and his detailed comments have made our presentation and proofs substantially better than they otherwise would be.
Many other people have given us comments and criticisms and we know the book is better for their help. 
